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The dictionary provides the following definition of technol-
ogy: (1) the science or study of the practical or industrial arts,
(2) applied science, (3) a method, process, etc for handling a
specific technical problem (McKenchnie, 1983; Guralnik,
1979, for number 3). Surprisingly, none of these definitions
says anything about a “device”; instead the emphasis is on the
application of knowledge. This is an important concept, and
we shall use the term assistive technology to refer to a broad
range of devices, services, strategies, and practices that are
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conceived and applied to ameliorate the problems faced by
individuals who have disabilities.
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Electronic or digital products and systems considered as a
group: a store specializing in office technology.
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Technology refers to methods, systems, and devices which are
the result of scientific knowledge being used for practical
purposes.
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The term “assistive technology' means technology designed to

O
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be utilized in an assistive technology device or assistive tech-
nology service.
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